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| A LETTER from a GENTLE 


in 


the COUNTREY, to his Friend in 
' LONDON, upon the Subject of the 
" PENAL LAWS and TESIS. © 


.Quod tibi non vis fieri, alteri non feceris. 


Gentlemen, 

"W Wonder mightily at the News you ſend me, 
| that ſo many of the Town are averſe to the 

"= | Repeal of the Penal Srarures; ſurely you mean 
the Clergy of the preſent Churoch,and thoſe 

that are Zealous for their Dignity and Power : 
For what part of the Kingdom has felt the ſmart 
of them more, and at all times, and on all occaſi- 
ons repreſented their miſchief to theTrade,Peace, 
Plenty, and Wealth of the Kingdom, fo freely 


; as the Town has always done? But you unfold the 
- Riddleto me, when you tell me, '7s for fear of 


Po tho' 1 own to you, I cannot comprebend 
© ay more than you do Tranſubſtantiation : For 
that we ſhould be- afraid of Popery for the ſake of 


_ Liberty, and then afraid of it becauſe of Perſecu- 


tion,feems to me abſurd,as it is,thatLiberty ſhould 
be thought the highway to Perſecution. But be- 
cauſe _ are upon their fears, pray let metell you 
mine.and take them among the reſt in good part. 
If the Romani#ts ſeek eaſe by Law, 'tis an Argu- 
ment to me, they deſire to turn good Co - 

men, and take the Law for their Security,with 
reſt of their-Neighbours ; and a greater Comple- 
ment / cannot put upon our Engliſh Conſti- 
pledge of heir defires 


tution, nor give a 
Fr Kg 5 © with Us.But if we are ſo tenacions, 


as we will keep on foot the greateſt blemiſh of our 
Reformation,viz. our Hanging, Quarrering Plunder, 
Bariſhing Laws, Is it not turning them out of this 
quiet courſe, and telling them, if they will have 

they muſt get it as they can,for we will neyer 
concede it ? And pray tell me, if this be not thru- 

ing them upon methods we fear they will 

fol time that we give That, for the reaſon 
why we do ſo. . 


If Law can ſecure us, which is the plea that is. 


made.we may doubtleſs find an expedient in that 
5 epeal theſe, if the danger be not of 
Liberty it felf,bux of our looſing it by them at laſt; 
for there is no miſchief the wit af Man can invent, 
that the wit of Man cannot ayoid.But that which 
1 confeſs makes me melancholly,is, that methinks 
we never more haſte to be couzened, no.not 
in the bulineſs of the Declaration of I k 
when in the name of Properry That was aftually 
damn'd, which, at leaſt, repriev'd it ; and the 
the Church of England gave for it, viz. her 
"_ of a legal eaſe, aftually fail'd us : For in- 

of ſaving our ſelves from Popery, weare by 


theſe partialitiesprovoking it every day, and me- 


or our own ſafety; becanfſe there 
can be noother end in eg en ſecuring that 
which calls it ſelf the Church of England, 


S that is in her conſtitution none of the belt friends 


has a Prince of ber own 


to Property ; for Mens Liberties and Eſtates are 
by her Laws made forfeitable for Non-Conformi 
to Her : AndI challenge the Regords of all Time 
lince Popery got the Chair in England, to produce 
an cighth part of the Laws,to ruin Men for Con- 
ſcience, that have been made ſince the other has 
been the National Religion ; which is, I fay, 
a ſcandal to the Reformation. 
She ſays, ſhe is afraid of Popery, becauſe of its 
Violence, and yet uſes Force to com lit; Is not 
thu reſiſting Popery with Popery !! Which we call, 
loving the Treaſon, but hating the Traytor : She 
would have Power to Force © oy others,but 
they ſhould not have Power or Force to 
her, no not to ſave themſelves Shift the 
never ſooften,this Weapon is ſtill the ſame.” Twere 
happy therefore, that all Parties were diſarm'd 
of this Sword, and that it put where dt 
ought only to be, in the Ciyil 
to” terifie evil Doers, and 
well; xemembring St. Peter's a 


ſe) for an Example, I 
Gel ano reftetter 5 ym rad 
and work Righteouſneſs in all Natjons ſhall be accep- 


ted: Elſe what ſecurity does the Church of Eng- 
land give the great Body of her Diſenters, that 
will not do what ſhe fears from Popery, when ſhe 

the 
Throne, that has made fo fair a Progreſs. theſe 
laſt 26 years in ruining Families, for Nqn-confor- 
mity under Princes of another Perſwaſion. Come, 
InterefF'will not lye, ſhe fears Liberty, as much as 
Popery : Since thoſe that want, and plead for the 
one, are an hundred times more in number than 
the Friends of the other, and all of her ſide, that 
Popery ſhould not mount the Chair : So that ſhe 
would: get more than ſhe would loſe by the Xe- 
peal, *7 an equal defire to ſubjeft both Popſh and 
Po Dover» to her Power & Government, 
he not Principle ſhe walks by in her preſent 
Averſion:. 


And to ſhew you that this is the caſe, and that 
Ns the Boſe Popery 1s a ſham to the Liberty de- 
ſir'd, the Diſenters are of no uſe to her, while the 
Penal Laws are on foot ; tar by tMKtfithey are put 
in the gaver of 2 Prince of the Religion of the 
Chur nb the moment they are repea- 
led, ſo concerns the preventing Popery to be 
National, the Diffenters are equally int'reſted with 
wurcl pain it. Bur then here is 
the miſchief ; This Liberty takes the Rod out of 
her hand ; ſhe cali no more whip People into her 
Churches, & ſhe perhaps may modeſtly ſuſpect her 
own virtue and ability to Preach them thither. 
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In ſhort, if ſhe were in earneſt againſt Popery, and left deſperate : For 'tis not to be thought 


aa—_ in love with ber owniPower and Gtgn- they wi 


; thatis, ifrhe World were not in the way," 
ſhe wonld rejoyce togeliver Men of her own Reh+ 


v6, that are ſomuch- more numerous than the. | 


Papiſts, that they might. ballance againſt her fears 
of their prevailing: But ts cry lhe is for Ziberry rs 
| Proteſtant Diſſenters, and. make the demonltration 
of it, her keeping up the Laws tha#ruiy'them, & then 
fay it is for tear of the Religion the Prince owns, 
and yet torce them into his hands by doing fo, is, 
I muſt confeſs, ſomething incomprehenlible. 
Beſides, properly and naturally fpeaking, the 
Ch. of England is the People of Engl. and when 
* it's apply'd to a Party, 'tis a Faftion to the whole; 
and that Title has no more truth in it, than 'tis 
ſence to ſay the Rom. Cath. Church, which in Eng- 
bſh,is a particular Univerſal Church : And pray 1s 
there noroom left to conſiderthis hard caſe of the 
Kingdom ? I hope the ciyil Magiſtrate will, who 
Is the ſupream Paſtor of this civilCh»rch on Earth. 
Is ſhe then no more than a party ? no certainly. 
And how.great one, a true Liberty of Conſcience 
would beſt tell us, and that is the true reaſon,and 
not Popery, that ſhe is tender in the point. : 
I conclude then, that whilſt thoſe of that Reli- 
gion only deſire to be upon the level with others ; 
I mean upon Native Kights, the Great Charter, 
what we all of us call our Birth-right, let us not 
refuſe it, leſt God ſuffer theni to prevail to correct 
our partiality. There are Laws enou gh to puniſh 
Offenders againſt the State,if theſe were repeal'd, 
and not condenig people by Anticipation. 1 þ, 
Law which catches a ors A Fay ye a Popi 
Traytoy, Ryoror, or Seditious Perſon. Again, let us 
5 gr e, & more. Ho- 
nour ; the proſpett of three excellent Princes o 
the Proteſtant Religian, the paucity of the Papiſts, 
the number of the Enetnies of their Communion, 
their Unity in that averſion : what greater ſecuri- 
ty can we have 40 arld ? Since Poltey, Ho- 
our, Religion, Unity, ay, Neceſſity too con- 
ſpire to make us ſafe ; for all theſe are concern'd 
in the means of our preſervation ; unleſs our fears 
and our follies ſhould ' prevail : which I confeſs I 
apprehend moſt;for they mult be deſerted of God, 
rhe forſake him and themſelves to0; who daredo 4 
certain evil that a ſuppos d good may come of it, con- 
tradift their own pruiciples, deny what they exper, 
fow what they would not reap, do to others what th 
would not that others { do to them: But there is a 
God in Heaven, and he is juſt : He will mete to us 
what we meaſure toone another, and his Judge- 
ment is inevitable. I therefore adviſe the Church 
of England to be as ready in her Chriſtian com- 
plyances as is poſlible ; Firſt, becauſe it is impi- 
ous to keep updeſtroyingLaws forReligion, when 
her Saviour tells her upon this very Queſtion.7That 
he came not to deſtroy 24ens lives, but to ſave them. 
2dly. Becauſe by this ſhe will wipe off the re- 
proach ſhe throws by continuing, them, upon her 
own Apologies for Liberty of Conſcience,when un- 
der the wheel of power. 34ly. Becauſe Liberty to 
the Papiſts by Law, is bringing them into the le- 
gal Intereſt of the Kingdom,ang will prevent the 
orce, they may elſe be driven to,by being made, 


refle&t, that ropes aPrince of 


f Mijeſties turning out Proteſtants, and putting _ + Hu 
of Eu 


you like it, next time, and till-then, adicy. 


Ingly.pay the Reckoning in another 
Reign,Mf*by'aftiy means they can prevent it ; 44 
w—_ Penal, Laws, Can be no ſeturity to 
Church of England; fromſach , tho' 
they may provoke them upon her. 4:hly.She her®& 
by faves her Dyſſenters, and if it be really her in- 
ination todo ſo, ſhe has no other way, and this 
unites themts her in affeCtion and intereſt, if not 
in Worſhip. Bot if on the contrary ſhe perſiſts 
obſtinately to refuſe this National Pacifick ; the 
Dyſenters, 1 hope, will conſider their honeſt Inte- 
relt, Conſcience and Property, and embrace thoſe + 
opportunities to ſecure them, that God in his all- 
wile providence 1s pleaſed togyield them in this 
conjunCture. Thus Gentlemen, you have my 
thoughts upon your News, pray communicate 
them to our acquaintance, and believe that 1 am, 
Yours, &C. 


POSTSCRIPT, 
F®: the Telts,that are /o much diſcourſedof I ſhall 
only ſay, that 'tis another Myſtery of the Times 
to me, how the Church of England, that was agamnſt 
the Excluſion, can be for = that were deſign d 
for a Preamble 20 ; ſince in ſo doing, ſhe s for 
that which was contriv'd to introduce the Exchuſion 
ſhe was ſo Zealows againſt. 1 confeſs 1 never under-= 
ftood her very well,and fhe grows more and more un- 
intelligible ; but thes I know,that ſhe muſt ether be ſor- 
ry for what ſhe has done, or ſhe did not know whan 
be did. The firſt refletts upon her Loyalty, the la#t 
upon her Underſtanding ;, and becauſe 1 think That 
the leaſt and likglyeft Evil, 1 conclude, ſhe is no In= 
fallible Guide upon the Queſtion. 
Another thing you 1el me, that gives gren offeace, is, His 


Religion, This 4 coxceive a fault, that the Churc and 
i only anſwerable for. Other Princes bave been ſo unhaty as 
ro ſuffer Teſts and Marks of diftin&ion that have broten wt 
diſorder'd their Kingdoms, by depriving thoſe of their Tem- 
poral comforts, thas would nor receive them; and thy people 
eftcemed a mighty grievance ; and were frequent and elegant 
in their complaints about it, We have a King now, that would 
remoue theſe Marks of diſtintion, and ſecure all Men upon 
their Native Right and Bottom, That. all Parties might fix 
ſafely under their own Vine, and und:r their own Fig-Tree * 
ſo that now, who is for Liberty. becomes the Teſt. Are they 
then fit to be rrufted rhat are out of tis Intereſt, and may 
tbe Liberty be i for, and the Nation wants and craves ? Or 
# it good ſenſe, that be (who is mortal as well as other Hen) 
ſhould leave the power in vh:j: hands, that t6 bis Face 
their averſuor ro the Friends of his Communion, 1bo' be of 
fers to maintain ber ſtil? She had the offer to keep them, upon 
thet principle that muſt heal #nd ſzve the Kingdom, Liberty of 
Coulcience ; which ſhews, rhe Kingdom was willing t0 be 
ſerved by ber Sons, to chooſe, if upon the ſime Nations] princt. 
ple with bimſelf: Wherefore, "tis the Gentlemen of the Church 
England rbat txrn themſetves out of power, rather than en- 
iberty of Conſcience ro others ; and ſhall this Vice be 


their Fire ? They muſt be beagily in love with whe 1w q 


"that can Sacrifice their places to the upholding of Penal 


for Religion, and rather go out, than let others come ſo 
much as live at"their own charges” « fine thing ro. Te ep 
Their Anceftors were Martyrs by Penal Laws, but theſe for 
them, The cauſe  chang'd whatever they think, and 1 
afraid They are chang'd too, form thinking, 1 profe F I 
mp mays. pur them more Wit, | Y 
ter Conſciences againſt next time, if ever they have it + | 
theſe, ike will believe me, will ful ny <- fit 
Bargain for them, as they have loſt by them. Adore this, if k 
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